Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LONDON 08894 271856Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ACDA-07 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 TRSE-00 /066 W 

281441Z 089177/40 

R 271733Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4468 
SECDEF WASHDC 
INFO USMISSION NATO 
USCINCEUR 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 08894 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: MPOL UK MARR MASS 

SUBJECT: UK DEFENSE CUTS 

REF: LONDON 4910 

1 . QUINLAN, DUS/PP, MOD, TOLD POL-MIL ATTACHE TODAY 
THAT BRITS HOPE TO HAVE DETAILS WHICH MAKE UP THE 
FY 78/79 230 MILLION POUND REDUCTION IN KILLICK'S HANDS 
BY 1 JUNE. HE SAID PACKAGE HAS NOT YET RECEIVED FINAL 
CLEARANCE FROM MULLEY. MOD HAS GONE TO GREAT LENGTHS 
AND EFFORT, QUINLAN EMPHASIZED, TO PRODUCE A REDUCTION 
PROGRAM WHICH WILL HOPEFULLY NOT GIVE CAUSE FOR 
"SCREAMING" IN BRUSSELS, BUT HE SAID WHITEHALL ANTICI- 
PATES SOMETHING MORE THAN JUST A WHIMPER IN REACTION. 

WE ARE PROMISED DETAILS ASAP. MOD IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
HAS DONE AS MUCH AS CAN BE EXPECTED, HE SAID, TO KEEP 
THIS LATEST BATCH OF REDUCTIONS AS COMPATIBLE AS POSSIBLE 
WITH OUR RECENT SHORT TERM/LONG TERM INITIATIVES. 

2. WITH THE FIRST LONDON HOSTING OF DERC IN MIND 
(LONDON 8775), A NUMBER OF MOD OFFICIALS HAVE EXPRESSED 
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HOPE THAT PROGRESS WILL BE MADE ON SUB-HARPOON OFFSET 
ISSUE. BRITISH APPRECIATE EFFORTS BEING MADE AT 
INDUSTRIAL LEVEL BY MCDONNELL-DOUGLAS BUT WE GET 
IMPRESSION MULLEY FEELS A HIGHLY PUBLICIZED DOD BUY 
UNDER UMBRELLA OF US-UK MOU AND TWO-WAY STREET RUBRIC 
WILL BE NEEDED TO HELP HIM WEATHER STORM LIKELY TO 
EMERGE IF MOD SCUTTLES ANGLO-FRENCH MARTEL IN FAVOR OF 
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SUB-HARPOON. BRITISH APPARENTLY ARE GETTING SIGNALS ON 
THE IEPG CIRCUIT THAT A MARTEL DECISION AND NOT A SUB- 
HARPOON DECISION IS SINE QUA NON TO SHOW THEIR GOOD 
EUROPEAN CREDENTIALS. 

3. WHILE FINAL DECISION IS NOT OBLIGATORY BEFORE ABOUT 
OCTOBER, WE UNDERSTAND AN EARLIER DECISION IS POSSIBLE 
AND THAT FRENCH ARE PRESSING FOR ONE NOW. IN ANY EVENT 
MESSAGE WE GET IS THAT IN WAKE OF DERC-4 BRITISH HOPE 
AT LEAST ONE OF THE CANDIDATE UK ITEMS BEING CONSIDERED 
BY DOD (XJ-521 SKYFLASH MISSILE, MEDIUM GIRDER BRIDGE, 
BL-755 CLUSTER ANTI-TANK BOMB, SI MM MORTAR) WILL BE 
SELECTED AND A US ORDER PLACED. 

SPIERS 
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